LAYTONSVILLE HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION
 MEETING MINUTES
July 16, 2012

Roll Call:
The regular meeting of the Laytonsville Historic District Commission (HDC) was called to order by Vice-Chair Jill Ruspi at 7:27 p.m..  Commission Members Joann Howes and Alternate Lisa Simonetti were present. Chair Sheree Wenger, Member Charley Hendricks and Member Shortley were absent. 
In Chair Wenger’s absence, Vice-Chair Ruspi stated that she would be chairing the meeting.  
Attendance:  Guests Wayne Keeler of the Laytonsville District Volunteer Fire Department, Rob Manns and Emily Ratzlaff of Manns, Woodward Studios, Tom and Mary Burke and Jim Ruspi were present.
Minutes:
The minutes from the meeting of June 18, 2012, were presented and approved pending possible changes by Member Hendricks.
Preliminary Statement by Chair:
The preliminary statement was read.
New Business:

Hearing - LDVFD HDC #03-12:

Vice-Chair Ruspi opened the hearing for application HDC #03-12.  The hearing notice and letters to adjacent property owners were added to the file, along with the site plan, photographs and rendering. 

Wayne Keeler of the Laytonsville District Volunteer Fire Department and Emily Ratzlaff, and Rob Manns of Manns Woodward Studios presented information regarding Application HDC #03-12 which proposes renovations to the Laytonsville Volunteer Fire Department Station at 21400 Laytonsville Road.   Ms. Ratzlaff described the project stating it was designed to blend into the existing building and into the Town, while integrating the desires of the firefighters.  Ms. Ratzlaff stated the addition would have a similar roofline and the exterior façade would use the same brick that is on the existing building.  A trophy room would be added to the front of the existing building where the antique fire truck, Minnie, would be displayed.  The floor of the trophy room would likely utilize donor bricks.  Wayne Keeler of the Laytonsville District Volunteer Fire Department stated that the existing building was built in 1965 and needed revitalization.  It serves the largest geographic area in Montgomery County.  Mr. Keeler state that the project proposal included a new septic system as the existing system has failed.  

Vice-Chair Ruspi stated that there had been no letters of opposition.  Alternate Simonetti commented that she felt the design had been done beautifully in keeping with the historic flavor of the Town.  Vice-Chair Ruspi suggested that improvements to the area to the right of the apparatus room be considered to match the rest of the proposed building.
Rob Manns of Manns Woodward Studios stated that the design had been amended slightly to elevate the front wall in the patio area for purposes of hiding the grill.  

Vice-Chair Ruspi read an email from Chair Wenger stating:


From Sheree Wenger


6715 Maple Knoll Dr.


Laytonsville

 


In regards to the application by the LDFVD I express my support of the project as presented.  The 
fire department is a steward and partner of the town and it's residents.  Given their support not only 
to the immediate community but to the elementary school I believe their revisions and addition of a 
parking lot is not in conflict with the comprehensive plan or the zoning.  The lot designated for as 
the new parking area has as long as I have been here, utilized as such by the school, town and fire 
department functions.  I believe the project should be approved without conflict.


Thank you,


Sheree Wenger

Vice-Chair Ruspi stated that the HDC is addressing the outside of the building only.  All of the changes are within the lot and they were not addressing the parking area. 

Vice-Chair Ruspi closed the record. 

Alternate Simonetti made the motion to accept application HDC#03-12.  Member Howes seconded the motion.  Unanimously approved. 
Old Business:

New Business:
Tom and Mary Burke of 21710 Laytonsville Road submitted an application proposing exterior improvements to their property.  The application included replacement of the existing red board fence with a white picket fence; a new exterior back porch to mimic the original porch; a kitchen addition; removal of the shed on the back of the house; and addition of lattice tomato frames.  Mr. Burke stated that maintenance work was already underway to scrape and paint the roof, windows and shutters.  He would like to dress up the front porch with some additional trim, new rain gutters and downspouts.  A hearing will be scheduled for August. 
Adjournment:
There being no further business, Alternate Simonetti made the motion to adjourn the meeting which was seconded by Member Howes. Motion carried unanimously. The meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by,
Charlene Dillingham
Clerk, Town of Laytonsville
