Town Of Laytonsville

 Planning Commission Meeting

January 24, 2012


Meeting minutes of Planning Commission
 January 24, 2012         

Chair Wenger called the hearing of the Planning Commission to order at 7:34 p.m... Members David Preusch, Willard Oland, and Pete Stadler and Brendan Deyo were present.   Secretary Charlene Dillingham was present.  Guests Ned Cueman and Shannon Alcock were present. 
The minutes of the Planning Commission Meeting on October 20, 2011, were approved as submitted.   The minutes of the Planning Commission Special Meeting on December 5, 2011, were approved as submitted.   The minutes of the Planning Commission Special Meeting on December 8, 2011, were approved as submitted. 

Chair Wenger stated that Mr. Ned Cueman had been asked to attend to discuss his qualifications as a potential candidate to assist the Town in completing the Comprehensive Plan.  Mr. Cueman stated that he had reviewed the draft plan sent from Chair Wenger and provided a work scope of 100 hours or less to complete the Comprehensive Plan. Mr. Cueman was a planner for the county commissioners’ inWorchester County and served as the County Planning Director from 1965-1971.  He then worked for Carroll County for 24 years, retiring in 1995. He has had his own business, Mason Dixon Circuit Rider, since 1996. 
Mr. Cueman stated that pending state legislation regarding septic systems could have an impact on the Comprehensive plan. Member Preusch stated that there were only about 3 elements to complete in the draft plan.  Mr. Cueman advised getting as much information into the plan before sending on to the state. The state has a 60 day review and will return it with their comments.  Mr. Cueman stated that the Town only has to act on the State recommendations that are law.  Mr. Cueman referenced the Town of Brookeville’s plan and indicated that Laytonsville should use the same tactic as Brookeville in Comprehensive plan. 
Chair Wenger stated that the Planning Commission would like for the consultant to do the legwork in obtaining the information to complete the plan; getting input from the Planning Commission as needed.  He stated that the Town has access to resources such as planner Stan Benning, ; Attorney Stan Abrams and engineering firm Macris, Hendricks and Glascock.  
Mr. Shannon Alcock, owner of two parcels on Olney Laytonsville Road stated that he would like for the Town to annex his property.  The two parcels together are just under 2 acres.  Mr. Alcock has a business, ShanCo Company and he would like to construct a building on his property for his business. 

Chair Wenger stated that until the Comprehensive Plan is finalized, the Town could not do any annexation.  He stated that Mr. Alcock’s lot is on the current annexation map but not zoned as commercial.  Member Stadler stated that he would like to see J.B. Kline’s business and house annexed to bring more businesses into Town.  He stated that he would like to refine the commercial zoning to narrow permitted uses to bring in small businesses.  Member Oland stated that attorney, Stan Abrams could provide zoning guidelines for light commercial.  The Comprehensive plan has designated the south end of Town as commercial.  Members agreed that the zoning codes on the Land Use and Annexation maps would need to be changed and reflected in the Comprehensive Plan. 
Mr. Alcock stated that he was sensitive to keeping the small town in order.  His building would have a façade in keeping with the architecture of the town. 

Mr. Alcock asked about the timing for the Comprehensive Plan and Chair Wenger responded that is was 1-2 years.  He stated that the Planning Commission would go before the Town Council with a recommendation for a consultant to complete the plan and hoped for budged approval to hire a consultant to begin work by April.

Chair Wenger made the motion to recommend to the Town Council that Mr. Doug Lohmeier be hired as the consultant to complete the Comprehensive Plan. Member Deyo seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous.

Chair Wenger amended his motion to recommend to the Town Council that Mr. Doug Lohmeier be hired as the consultant to complete the Comprehensive Plan with an initial budget of $10,000.  Member Deyo seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous.

Member Deyo made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:15 p.m.  Member Dave Preusch seconded.  Unanimously approved.
Respectfully submitted,

Charlene Dillingham


Secretary
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